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Statistics

ÁAnnually, more than 300,000 children 

age 14 and under are treated in ERs for 

bicycle-related injuries

ÁNationally, bicyclists age 14 and under 

are at 5X greater risk for injury than 

older cyclists

ÁBicycle helmets are 85-88% effective in 

mitigating head/brain injuries
NHTSA



Challenge

ÁDo something 

innovative to promote 

bicycle safety and to 

encourage helmet 

usage



Current Law and 

Enforcement Mechanisms

New York State Law generally requires that 

children under 14 years wear a properly 

fitted helmet when riding a bicycle, in-line 

skating or using a skateboard.

Parent/guardian can be ticketed, but 

only when the child is in the presence 

of the parent/guardian.



Alternative?

ÁDevelop an ñenforcement ticketò 

which avoids the necessity of a 

parent/guardian being in proximity

ÁNo court involvement or financial 

penalty

ÁProvides opportunity to get a free, 

fitted helmet

ÁHas a some ñshock valueò



Donõt forget the kids who 

are wearing helmets!

ÁDevelop an 

ñAttaboyò ticket for 

positive 

reinforcement



Prep & Planning

ÁBicycle Rodeo 
Planning 
Committee
ÁPolice

ÁTSB

ÁYouth Advocate 
Program

ÁCAC and CFRT

ÁHospital, County 
Public Health

ÁCity Parks & Rec

ÁBike Shop



Prep & Planning

ÁMerchants, 

Businesses

ÁCivic groups

ÁTraining of personnel to 

properly fit helmets



Prep & Planning

ÁPrint tickets



Prep & Planning

ÁGet helmets



Prep & Planning

ÁPoster



Prep & Planning

ÁPublicity



Deployment of Program

1. Bicycle Rodeo

2. Bicycle Patrol Unit


