SYRINGE LAW AND HARM REDUCTION PROGRAMS IN NEW YORK STATE
INFORMATION FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT

HARM REDUCTION PROGRAMS INCLUDE:
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Note that the above is a consolidated reference. For complete details of all programs, check
883309 and 3381 of the Public Health Law (PHL), and Commissioner’s Regulations which can
be found under Title 10 NYCRR, 8§ 80.131, 80.133, 80.135, 80.137, 80.138.

AFTER HOURS PROJECT

1204 Broadway
Biookiyn, NY 11221

NYS Authorized Syringe Exchange Program

Participant ID Card

For verilicalion that the Tndivikiugl is 2 particlpantin the Syringe Exchange
i program, call (347) 242-7878. -
For varification thal this organlzalion hos bean authorized to operate &
syfings axchange program, contact the NYS Deparlment of Health at
(212) 4174770, Man.-Frl. 9:00a.m.-5:00 p.m.

This card was issued 1o a parlicipant In & hypodermic p
syringe exchange program authorlzed by the New York
Slale Deparlment of Health under Sections 00.131{a)(2)
and BO.135 of Tille 10 New York Code of Rules & Regulalions and
Seclion 3387 of lhe Public Heallh Law. The participant can
lawfully possess hypodermic needlas and syringes
furnished by lhe syrdnge exchange program or collected by
the participant for exchange or dispasal with the program in all pers of

Mow York Slate.

NYPD: See Police Departmeni Operations Order No. 19
Serles 2007, Issued 3-23-07

Other Jurlsdictions: For informalion about NYS Criminal Juslice
Services and NYS Assoclation of Chisfs of Pallce Advisories call
NYSDOH st 212-417-4770

Front view - An example of a Participant ID Card
for a New York State Syringe Exchange Program
(SEP). A unique identifier will appear in the center
of the card. The card includes telephone contacts if
an officer wishes to verify the organization’s
authority, or whether the individual is a participant
in the named SEP. The name of the program may
differ from what is shown on this sample.
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Rear view — All Participant ID cards contain a
statement of authority, detailing the relevant
sections of New York State law and regulations
authorizing the Syringe Exchange Program (SEP).
Note — participants in a SEP in a particular

jurisdiction can

lawfully possess hypodermic

instruments anywhere in New York State.
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SYRINGE LAW

Changes in the New York State Penal Law provide that a person does not act unlawfully by
possessing a hypodermic needle or syringe if he or she participates in certain syringe programs
authorized under the New York State Public Health Law. Effective October 28, 2010, the
possession of a residual amount of a controlled substance on a needle or syringe does not
constitute a criminal act if the individual is permitted to possess such needle or syringe under the
Public Health Law. Here are the amended sections, effective October 28, 2010:

8§ 220.45 Criminally possessing a hypodermic instrument.

Effective October 28, 2010

A person is guilty of criminally possessing a hypodermic instrument when he or she knowingly
and unlawfully possesses or sells a hypodermic syringe or hypodermic needle. It shall not be a
violation of this section when a person obtains and possesses a hypodermic syringe or
hypodermic needle pursuant to section thirty-three hundred eighty-one of the public health law.
Criminally possessing a hypodermic instrument is a class A misdemeanor.

§ 220.03 Criminal possession of a controlled substance in the seventh degree.

Effective October 28, 2010

A person is guilty of criminal possession of a controlled substance in the seventh degree when he
or she knowingly and unlawfully possesses a controlled substance; provided, however, that

it shall not be A violation of this section when a person possesses a residual amount of a
controlled substance and that residual amount is in or on a hypodermic syringe or hypodermic
needle obtained and possessed pursuant to section thirty-three hundred eighty-one of the public
health law.

Criminal possession of a controlled substance in the seventh degree is a class A misdemeanor.

CONTACTS:

'VERIFICATION OF SEP PARTICIPATION: To verify whether an entity has been authorized
to conduct a Syringe Exchange Program (SEP), contact the New York State Department of
Health (M-F, 9-5) at 212-417-4770.

2VERIFICATION OF ESAP REGISTRATION: To verify whether an entity is registered in the
Expanded Syringe Access Program (ESAP), contact the Bureau of Narcotic Enforcement of the
New York State Department of Health at 518-402-0707.

sSQUESTIONS ABOUT THE OPIOID OVERDOSE PREVENTION KITS OR PROGRAM:
Contact the New York State Department of Health (M-F, 9-5) at 212-417-4770.
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