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Fight Inside Park Center Senior HS Prompts
Brooklyn Park Police to Pull School Resourse Officers

By Rusty Ray, CCX Reporter

rooklyn Park police have an-
B nounced that the department

would remove its eight school
resource officers from schools immedi-
ately, a decision spurred by continuing
confusion over new state guidelines over
how officers can restrain students and
hastened by a fight in-
side Park Center Sen-

Earlier this year, the Minnesota State
Legislature passed a new law that placed
limits on school resource officers by pro-
hibiting certain physical restraints they
can use on students unless someone’s life
was at risk. That aspect created uncer-
tainties and liability questions for school

ior High School that
resulted in the injury
of a staff member.

“Our SROs are
not comfortable go-
ing back to schools,”
said Brooklyn Park
police spokesperson
Elliott Faust on Fri-
day. “We’re not com-
fortable with all these
different conflicting
viewpoints of what
the law means, from a practical stand-

resource officers.

A fight between two students inside ParkCenter Senior High
School on Thursday, September 14, 2023, that left a staff
member injured prompted Brooklyn Park police to pull school

resource officers in various situations.

point, when a police officer is put in a As a result, many departments made de-

position—what can you do?”

cisions over the summer to pull officers
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4th Annual Leadership Summit

Hosted by

The New York State Association of Chiefs of Police and

the New York State Sheriffs Association

The Albany Hilton
40 Lodge St, Albany, NY

November 8th and 9th, 2023
Link to Sign-up

Training Schedule

5:00 PM Dinner

10:00 AM - 12:30 PM Registration
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM Lunch

12:30 PM - 4:30 PM Training

Thursday November 9th, 2023
8:00 AM - 9:00 AM Breakfast

9:00 AM - 12:00 noon Training

https://nysacop.memberclicks.net/NYSACOP-NYSSA-Leadership-Training-Summit-2023#!/
Link to book a Hotel Room

Wednesd ay November 8th. 2023 https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/ny-state-association-of-chiefs-of-police-training/
?
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Training Sessions:

Cannabis Enforcement

Daniel Haughney - Director of Enforcement, Office of Cannabis Management
Oral Fluid Testing DWI drugs

Mary Tanner-Richter - Albany Co. District Attorney’s Office

Evidence Based Policing

Charles Tyree - NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services

Safe Restraint of Agitated Persons
Dep Chief James Gerace, Colonie PD & Dr. Warren Hayashi

Trends in Police Use of Force Cases

Chief Michael Ranalli Esq.
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(Cover Story Continued) “With conflicting viewpoints on that, it leaves us in
out of schools, leaving school districts to come up with this strange area of: do we still feel comfortable with

different safety plans.
Brooklyn Park Police Chief SCHOOL RESOURCE !!!!!!E

Mark Bmley told CCX News in "This is an important policy
Augl'lst his officers would return to discussion about safety.and
the city’s schools when the new se- the appropriate use of force
mester started on Sept. 5, because in our schools. House and
Minnesota Attorney General Keith Senate leaders are continuing
Ellison had issued an opinion out- to have conversations with
lining when certain restraints may members, stakeholders, and

be allowable in certain situations the Governor about this issue
) and how to best address it."

But Faust said he’d heard from REP. MELISSA HORTMAN
many of the department’s SROs LSS
since school began that they con-
tinue to find themselves in situations where they’re un- that? With our initial understanding of the attorney gen-
sure of how to respond. eral’s interpretation?” said Faust.

ffock safety

One Platform to
Unite and Protect
Your Whole
Community

ALPR

Get objective leads with

cameras that see like a This is the single

detective. greatest change since
DNA - what this system
does is a game-changer.

Audio Detection

o 5 - Chief Matt Murray
Pair with ALPR to uncover more Yakima Police Department

evidence than just shell casings.
Scan to

Learn More

Real-Time Intelligence

Layer sensors and data on a single
screen to increase situational
awareness and clearance rates.
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(Cover Story Continued)

Now, schools are in a situation that they’ll have to call 911
when an emergency folds, as was the case Thursday, said Faust.
Brooklyn Park police say two students got into a fight inside Park
Center Senior High School and that a school resource officer
from adjoining Brooklyn Middle School responded. Police also
say patrol officers had to respond after a call for more help.

A staff member was assaulted during the altercation, police
said. The investigation continues.

“In the old law, it’s unlikely the patrol officers would have
had to respond because the SRO would have probably taken the
person into custody and handcuffed them and got the situation
under control,” said Faust.

With no school resource officers in the schools, leaders in
the Osseo and Anoka-Hennepin school districts expressed con-
fidence that they’re school communities would remain safe with
Brooklyn Park police officers still able to respond reasonably
quickly.

In a statement to CCX News, Osseo Area Schools spokes-
woman Kay Villela wrote: “Our schools will remain in close
communication with Brooklyn Park Police and continue to
work together to ensure the safest school environments possi-
ble. We continue to believe that school safety and security are
community endeavors and that it takes all of us working togeth-
er to do this.”

In his letter to parents on Thursday, Champlin Park High
School Principal Mike George wrote: “The district remains in
close communication with police and we continue to work to-
gether to ensure the safest school environments possible.”

If the officers—whether they were at one time assigned as
school resource officers—are designated as patrol officers, the
new law doesn’t apply, and they’re able to utilize more tech-
niques to gain control over situations that arise, police said.

“Now, as a patrol officer, it’s clear they know how to respond,”
said Faust. “We’re going to do our best to make sure patrol of-
ficers as close to the schools at all times, but they’re not going
to be there instantaneously. I think it would be unfair to say that
they aren’t a little less safe.”

Rusty Ray, Reporter/Producer with CCX Media with more than
20 years of news and television production experience.

This article originally ran on Septmeber 15, 2023 on the web-
site of CCXMedia.com.
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Staff

Executive Director

PATRICK PHELAN
CHIEF (RET.) GREECE PD

Traffic Safety Services
Coordinator GTSC Liason

CHIEF (RET.) DANIEL DENZ
Traffic Safety Outreach Liason

WILLIAM GEORGES
MICHAEL N. GERACI

Treasurer

STEPHEN CONNER

MTA ASSISTANT CHIEF (RET.)

Art Director:/Edi tor
DORIS BOVE ARESTA
apb@nychiefs.org

Board and Officers

President

CHIEF SHAWN HEUBUSCH

BATAVIA PD
First Vice President

CHIEF PAUL OLIVA
MT. PLEASANT PD
Second Vice President

CHIEF DAVID CATHOLDI

BRIGHTON PD

Zone 1 Rep.

CHIEF MARTIN FLATLEY
SOUTHHOLD PD
Zone 2 Rep.

COMM. KENNETH JACKSON
GARDEN CITY PD

Zone 3 Rep.
VACANT

Zone 4 Rep.
CHIEF GREGORY AUSTIN
RYE BROOK PD

Zone 5 Rep.
CHIEF DOMINICK BLASKO
CRAWFORD PD

SUNY Rep.

CHIEF CHRIS BARTOLOMEI

Tribal Police Liaison
CHIEF MATTHEW ROURKE

SAINT REGIS MOHAWK TRIBAL POLICE
Special Advisor to the Board

CHIEF (RET.) OLEG
CHERNYAVSKI

Third Vice President
Vacant

Immediate Past President

CHIEF KEVIN SYLVESTER

OSSINING PD
Past President

CHIEF TIMOTHY PARISI

ILION PD

Zone 6 Rep.

CHIEF MICHAEL WOODS
COLONIE PD
Zone 7 Rep.
CHIEF STEVE ROTUNNO
CICERO PD

Zone 8 Rep.
CHIEF PATRICK J. GAREY
ENDICOTT PD
Zone 9 Rep.
CHIEF JOSEPH GEER
AVON PD
Zone 10 Rep.
CHIEF SHANE KRIEGER
EAST AURORA PD

U.S. Attorney’s Liason

CHIEF/RET. SAMUEL PALMIERE

TONAWADA PD
Retired Member Rep.

CHIEF/RET. MICHAEL GERACI

NYPD Rep.
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
ROBERT BARROWS
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We understand
the importance
of a good
partner.

PERMA & NYSACOP:
Partners Since 2020

PERMA partners with more than
Congratulations to the 2022 Officer Wellness 600 public entities across New York
Grant Recipients: State — including over 100 police
departments — to provide Workers'

® Town of Vestal Police Department
Compensation coverage while

o x 2
Village of Scotia Police Department proactively working with members

* Town of Manlius Police Department on comprehensive workplace safety

PERMA and NYSACOP award funding each year to membars who and risk management solutions in
apply to provide their personnel with GordicoShield, a weliness order to reduce claims and limit costs.
& meantal health mobiles app for law enforcement officers.

COMING S00N: 2022 Bulletproof Vest Grant Recipients

PERMA subsidizes the purchase of new body armor and outar
carriars for members that apply. Since the program startad,
mora than $46,000 has been awarded to 16 agencies.

Learn more about PERMA membership:
perma.org/guote  solutions@perma.org  518-220-1111 Ext. 140

Public Employer Risk Management Association, Inc. Your Source for Solutions
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Detective Williams has been @ g g

assigned to your case
#21344. Please contact the
Detective at 555-555-5555

P ot SCAN THE QR CODE TO LEARN MORE

questions.

Your “Apple iPhone" has been
recovered as reported in case
#76718. You may contact the
property division at
555-555-5555

Please contact Detective
Scotts at 555-555-5555 at
your earliest convenience for
a question.

© Keep citizens informed

99%

CPSS Score by Survey Date

“Deputy Karen went out of her
way to help me find a ride
after the accident.”

“Officer Smith was very . .
B @ Measure satisfaction

“Thank you Officer Darby for

caring and helping my father.”

© Boost officer morale
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Executive Director

Chief/Ret. Patrick Phelan

The Association is in Good Hands

As many of you may be aware, our newly elect-
ed president, Chief Joseph Sinagra retired from the
Saugerties Police Department in September 2023.
Chief Sinagra decided to retire after experiencing
some unfair and unreasonable treatment from his
employer, a decision many chiefs have to make. It’s
Joe’s story to tell so I want to address the issue as it
pertains to the association. This is certainly not the
first time this has occurred in the 123-year history
of our association. Chief Sinagra will not be able to
serve as president simply because our bylaws state
that the president must be an active head of a police
agency. A retired chief cannot be the president of
NYSACOP.

First Vice President Shawn Heubusch of Batavia
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PD has assumed the position of
President of the association. Chief
Heubusch will finish the term of
Chief Sinagra until July 2024 and
then serve his original term from
July 2024 to July 2025.

Second Vice President Paul Oliva has assumed the
role of First Vice President, and Third Vice President
David Catholdi has assumed the role of Second Vice
President. The position of Third Vice President will re-
main vacant until our 2024 convention when there will
be an election. Chief Steve Rotunno of Cicero PD has
declared his intention to run for Third Vice President.
We are all very disappointed that Chief Sinagra will
not be completing his term a president, but the associ-
ation is in good hands.

]

LPR for City and Suburban Streets

The ELSAG Street Sentry is an economical, solar-powered LPR system that allows police to create LPR safety nets in their
communities by finding suspect vehicles faster. It reads plates 24/7, even in extreme hot and cold temperatures. Trust the

LPR experts with over 20 years of experience.

= Made in the USA leonardocompany-us.com

V= LEONARDO
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CHIEFLY SPEAKING Legacy Continues

Chief Aresta Has Many Milestones to
Celebrate This Year.

he once wore as a pa-

You may recall at the begining of the year a story trolmen for the NYPD.
about Police Chief John Aresta, former president of And then on July 25
the New York State Association Chiefs of Police, hay- Chief Aresta attended
ing the honor of swearing in and pinning his son, this the NYPD gradaution at
past January to his police department. the Theater at Madison
Square Garden to see his
It’s been an exciting year for Chief [ , youngest son, PO Robert
Aresta. In April his oldest son James [ (g  Aresta graduate from the
was sworn in as 2nd Deputy Chief of the Police Acedemy.
Malverne Fire Department. Chief James |
Aresta is pictured to the right. Two Chief |
Arestas in one village.

PO Robert Aresta has since been assigned to the
100th Precinct in the Rockaways, Queens. Another
Aresta keeping the streets safe.

This past May Chief Aresta re-
gy e ceived a new ti- And one
. tle, “Grandpa”. e 55—z 7 more thing,

His grandaugh- 5 gx his  daught-

ter was born to er  Nicole

his son James graduated

and  his  wife g\ S fom ROTC

Caroline. This Advanced
Basic trai-

might be his . X ¥ b 3
favortie title to \ 15 § ! ning at Fort *
Knox,KY. Upo

date. Pictured here is PO Chris Aresta, . . . .
Malverne PD. Chief John| Aresta, college with a degree in nursing, Ni-

In June he again had the honor to PO Robert Aresta, NYPD and Chief cole will be active duty with the Uni-
pin another son with the badge that |l SEASSE MRS ted States Army.

Visit www.nychiefs.org
for the latest NYSACOP

* News - NEW YORK STATE-

SOCIATION
Events D3NS of POLicy

INC. 1901 k
2

Bulletins \ /‘
Podcasts
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MIFLEXIPOL

HOW WELL DO WE PROTECT
ORGANIZATIONS LIKE YOURS?

OUR NUMBERS SPEAK
FOR THEMSELVES.

15,430 300 Million
Pieces of legislation and regulatory In grant funding secured
changes reviewed last year
3,300 99%
High-quality accredited training Of customers surveyed say Lexipol
courses helps them comply with state

and federal laws

S

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE DEMO TODAY -
844-312-9500 | info@lexipol.com /nysacop | ¥ in f &



lcheRMS365

See if for yourself. Honored to back the vital
Contact: Chris. BusheII@NlcheRMS com work of the NYSACOP
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The 4th Annual NYSACOP - NYSSA
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

Link to Sign-up

https://nysacop.memberclicks.net/NYSACOP-NYSSA-Leadership-Training-Summit-2023#!/

Link to book a Hotel Room

https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/ny-state-association-of-chiefs-of-police-training/
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| AXON BODY 4

THIS IS MORE
AT THE CORE

Axon Body 4 equips officers to capture every piece of evidence
and communicate with critical support teams to drive
transparency and officer - safety throughout the Axon

ecosystem — all from a single connected device.
AXON.COM/BODY4 A AXON
[4:3] [160° FOV]
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Social Media Around New York

/Vew Youk State Association of
Chiefs of Police

NYSACOP

Village of Freeport Police

Police Station - 1.9 out of 5 - 5.3 mi - Always open -

‘3' Joe Baker for County Legislator is in Freeport.
d-Q

RIGES £ Was great meeting with the Village of Freeport Police and Village Trustee Jorge A.
E n : s Martinez yesterday at their open house. As Legislator, | will ALWAYS back law enforcement!
9 S Village of Wappingers Falls Police Department #backtheblue

September 21at 12:03 PM - &

It is with deep regret and sorrow that we announce the passing of former Police
Commissioner M. Douglas Terwilliger. Commissioner Terwilliger had been ill for a period of
time.

Commissioner Terwilliger started his police career with Wappingers Falls Police
Department in June of 1977 as a patrol officer. He was promoted to the ranks of Sergeant
and Lieutenant before being promoted to the rank of Commissioner in 1989. Commissioner
Terwilliger retired from his career in Law Enforcement in December 1996.

The Flag at Police Headquarters will be held at half-mast for the next three days.

(LI

%
L

sioner) M. Douglas Terwilliger-

2d-Q

Great job Sgt. Morse! Sgt. Robert Morse represented Liberty PD by running the Dylan Dainack
memorial 5k in full uniform and gear today. This was a great event with almost 100 people coming
out to remember Officer Dainack and work towards ending the stigma surrounding substance use
disorder. He also finished 3rd in his division!

6 Village of Liberty Police Department .

I - e

fis
s
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https://www.facebook.com/freeportpoliceny
https://www.nychiefs.org/assets/docs/LegislativeCenter/Bail%20Proposed%20Amendment.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/Villageoflibertypolicedepartment
https://www.facebook.com/vwfpd

